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From: Commandinﬁ Officer T
To: Chief of Naval Operations
Via: 1) Commandexr Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN ey
2) Commander Seventh Flset Egﬁ Lo L dae
(3) Commander Naval Forces, Far East W
(i) Commander in Chief, U.5, Pacific Flect *

Subj: " -uion Report for the paried 1 August through 11
hugust 1952 , .

Ref: (z) OpNav Instruction 3480.4

Bacl: (1) CVG-2 conf ltr ser 010 dtd 14 August 1952 Action
Report of Carrier Air Oroup TWO (1-11 august 1952) /9

1, In compliance with OpNav Instruction 34,80.4 the iiction
Hegoit ggr the period 1 august through 11 August 1952 is herebdy
submitted,

a. Composition
(1) In accordance with Task Slement 71501 confidential

.

dispatch 0106001 of august, the U.5.S5. BOXER {{V-21), with
commanderfcirrier Di{ég%onftﬂasg :mbarkad got undaﬁway on t?:
morning o August , from Yokosuka, Ja _tc the operating
aree and rendesvoused with Task Force 8&?EN¥%ESEVEH,inUthe Sea
of Japan on the morning of & jugust 1952, Task Force SEVENTY-
SEVEN was ccmposed of the U.3.5. BOXER (CV.2l), the U.S.8.
B9SEX (CV-9), and heavy support and screen ships. :

{2) RaDM A,  SOUCEK, USN Commander Carrier Divisiocn THREE
relieved RADM REGAN, USN, Gommander Carrier Division ONE, ag OTC
Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN, The U.S.§5. BOX®R (€V-21), upon
randeszusin% with Task Farce 3EVEN?!~SEVBH.re11aveé the U.S8.5,
gou HO. ., RIGHAHD (CV-31) which departed TF=77 for Yokosuka,

apaﬂ. '

MISSIOR

The mission of this force, as set forth by CITF-77 OpOrder
No. 22-51, second revision, was to conduct a systematic program
of air and surface interdiction, provide c¢lose air support of
ground cperations, assist in maintaining control cf vital sea
areas and operate a8 a fast carrier task force whén directed
in order tc support UN Forces in Korea and to support the poiicy
of the United States in the Far East,
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FPART II CHRONOLOGIC..L ORUER OF EVENTS

a., The following is an outline of the BOXER's employment
during the period of this action Report.

1 August 1952

it 06L0, the BOXER, escorted by the following ships, the
1.3.5. SPROSTON (DDE-577), U.S.S. STEMBEL (DD-6L), and the
U.3 3. JENKINS (DDE-447), forming Task Element 77,01, departed
Yokosuka, Japan, for the operating area.

Emergency drills and cxercises were conducted throughout
the doy in preparation for the forthcoming change of command.

2 .ugust 1952

Enr . te to the oncr-ting area., During the morning, the
destroyers U.S.S. T.YLCR (DDE-468) and the U.S.S. WALKER
(DDE-517) joined TE 77.01. Departmental inspections werc con-
ducted 28 ordercd, incident to the forthcoming change of com-
mand. -

3 august 1952
Group Air Tactics were conducted,
L4 August 1952

it 0640, the BOXER and TE 77.01 rendezvoused with Task
Force SEVENTY-SEVEN in the Sea of Japan,

Lt 0930 CAPTAIN MARSHALL B. GURNEY, UGN, relieved CAPTAIN
?EgNIS)J. SULLIVAN, USN, as Commending Officer, U.5.5. BOXER
Ccv-21).

At 1324 ComCarDiv THREE relieved ComCarDiv ONE as CTF 77
and assumed t-ctical command of the Task Force.

The Task Force replenished,
5 August 1952

Commencing at 0300, a total of one hundred znd six (106)
combat sorties were launched,

6 hAugust 1952

Eight combat sorties had been launched when the outbreak
of a fire on the hangar deck precluded further flight operations.
In a matter of scconds the hangar deck was a raging inferno as
a result of the explosion of a gasoline tank on one airplane
which quickly set off others. 8n deck there were some 58 air=

craft loaded with armunition including high explosive, frag-
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‘mentation, incendiecries, and 50 Cal. and 20MM emuwnition. The
ship was making 30 knots at the time., The decision to be made
wis "whether to launch what was on deck with a vicw of saving
plancs or to takec a chance and taxi the planes forward, jet-
tison the bombs and arsmnition, reduce the ships specd end fight
the fire." The latter, of ccurse, was chosen, The first re-
port received indicated it to be a port side fire, when actuclly
tne entirs hangar deck wes enveloped in flames cven though the
fire had brokcn out on the port side. VYord was soon reccived -
that ontry to the hongar deck could not be made on the star-
board sidc and thet the: flames would have te be attacked from
the Number TWO clevator, which was in the raiscd position.
<¢cordingly, 2 turn was made to starboard sc that the fire
fighting crews could enter the hengar deck from up wind, There
followed = grim fight on the part o1 the crew to control the
firc in spite of 50 Cal, and 20M shclls exploding all over the
hongar deck, The holocaust was added to by the oxpleding of &
500 pound bomb, JSixty-three men who were trapped, Jjumped over
the side and were gquickly rescued by attending heiicnp_terﬁ, des-
troyers and cruisers, Tho smoke was terrific end enveloped the
centire ship: BEngincering spaces were slmost untcnable and twe
fire rooms had to be abdandoncd. It was at this point that cone~
siderable doubt cxisted as to our ability to control the fire. & fur-
ther loss of powsr would have loft us dead in the water and
without water pressure for the fire hoses. Fortunately, ten-
“acious men in the cnginecring department hung on to the point

of exhzus’ on until the flames could be controlled. The Damage
Control Cuntral 3tation functioned throughout and w23 in con-
stant communication with its four repair prrties. 3vory man

not trappe. bclow unhesitatingly enterced the inforno without

- regard to personal danger from exploding ammunition and bombs,
The performance of thc crew was magnificoent and was a most ime-
pressivo demonstration of e selflessness, deternination and
toamwork, YWhile the fire fighting was progressing on the hongar
duck, crews on the flight deck removed bombs and armunition from
aircraft and ready scrvice lockers thus eliminating a terrible
threat ageinst the life of the ship. after having accomplished
this herculean task in a mattcr of minutes, these men turned to
the business of fighting the fire., It wes from 4 to 5 hours
leter befors we could be sure that there was no additionzal threat
of fire, entcr spec2s, and determine who of thess who had been
trapped were safc and who of thosec who had been driven cver the
side had been rescued by accompanying ships. The final total

“was determined to be: 8 dead, 1 missing, 1 critically injured,
1 seriously burned and somc 70 overcome by smoke. Of the 63

who had gone over the side, all were rescued and returned to

the ship. .

Work was irmcdiately started to make repairs and restore
the ship to operating conditicn aftcr assessing the damage., By
dint of whole hearted effert on the part of the crew, the ship
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was restored to a condition in which it could opcrate its air-
craft. 18 aircraft were domaged or destroyed, it was decided
by higher authority that the ship was to return to the Repair

Base at Yokosuka to get rid of its duds, receive replacement
aircraft, make minimum repairs and return to the operating line,

The follcwing dispatch was received by the BOXER from CTF 77:

MY 4DMIR.TION FOR YOU AND YOUR FINE CREW I35 GRE.TER THLN EVER X
PERFORMANCE WA3 MAGNIFICENT X

7 Augus’ 1352
In compliance with CTF 77 confidential dispatch 0613262
;lans were made to depart TF 77 on 8 July for repairs in
okosuka, Japan,
No flieht operations were conducted,
8 hLugust 1952
it 15001 the BOXER, escorted by the U.S.S. PERKINS (DDR-877),

deperted TF 77 enroute to Yokosuka in accordance with CTF 77
confidential dispatch 0802522,

9 iugust 1952

Enroute to Yokosuka, Japan for repairs.
10 iugust 1952

In the early morning the escort ship U.S.3. PERKINS (DDR-877)
departed the BOXZR to rcturn to TF 77 in compliance with CTF 77
confidential dispetch 0802522,

During the afternoon, Kemorial services were held to honox
those who lost their lives during this tour of duty.

11 August 1952

.r. .ved Yokosuka, Japan in eerly morning for repairs.
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Launch Recovery |  DeY |NIGHT D.Y | NIGHT B
Prop,Jeti{Prop | Prop|Jet | Prop wwo.Lgmn

1500 1700 52| | 66

Replenished

0330 1530 58 § 171 6 41 26 2 5 118

- 0300 0530 _ 6 2 . 2 10

Total Fropeller monéwem . o 133
Total Jot sorties . o . « o 57

Total 20rtiod o o o« ¢ o o o M.@o
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2 Antiéﬁircraft Firing Exercises were conducted on 2
oceasions; performence w2s conslidered s-tisfactory. The dates
of firing =re listed below: :

: (1) Enroute fromw Yokosuka, Japen to opcrating area,
2 hugust 1952 - BuKER, GEORGE and HOW runs.

(2) Replenishment Period 4 .ugust 1952 -
; BAKER and OBOE runs.

.. b. 3ee enclosure (1) for ammunition expendcd during anti-
aireraft exercises and ammunition jettisoncd during the firee.

FLRT IV Battle Damage

as, No bettle danage was sustaincd by the ship as a result
of encmy action. Included under Damage Control and Gunnery is
& resume of damage rosulting from the fire of 6 sugust 1952,

P.RT V. Personnel
a. Casuslties

(1} There wore no combat casualties suffered by Ship's
Company personnel as 2 result of cnemy action., oir Group cas-
- ualties are reported in enclosure (1) of this report.

(2) One officer and eight enlisted men were killed as
& result of fire on thc BOXER on 6 /ugust., Two of the enlisted
personnel were attached to the Marine Detachment of the BOXER:

. ROSUKI, irthur M., PFC, USMC
ROULSTON, Terrell R, OCPL, USMC

The rema’ ior of the casualties were Carrier air Group TWO per-
sonnel and are reported in enclosure (1).

be Pcrformance

| (1) Personnel performance and morale have been excellent
during the period of this report. The average cn-board count
~of enlisted personnel was 2012, which was satisfactory.

(2) Critical shortages continue in EM, IC, MM, BT,
R¥, 9K, and QM ratcs. The on-board training program has been
continued to train personnel of lower ratings to qualify for
cdvancemant, During the period of this report, there wore no
transfers or recaipts of enlisted parsonneg.
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c¢e. (1) Tho following activities were initiated for the
welfare of officers and enlisted men:

{a} Issue of daily ship's newspaper.

b) Daily newscast over P,A., System.

(c; Radio broadcasts and recordings.

(d) Hobby Shop opened for issue of material
one hour on lMondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays.

(e) Exercise rooms for physical conditioning of
officers and enlisted men,

(£) Ship's library opened at regular hours for
all hands,

(g} The Commissary Officer maintains a record of
birthday anniversary dates for all enlisted
gersonnel. Men are notified in the Plan of

he Day to report to Commissary Office on
their birthdays to rcceive frce cake and
ice cream.

(2) Movies are shown daily. During the operation,
16 different programs were shown a total of 48 times. 4 late
night movie was shown in the Training Room for personnel unable
to attend regul2r showings.

(3) The Hobby Shop was well patronized, Craft
suoplies werc leather plastjc, models, and paints. The space
occupied by the shop is quite small and no work is actually
done there. The space is used for sale of material only.

d. Religious Activities

(1) Divine Services were held as follows:

(a) Catholic Mass daily; Catholic Evening De-
votions daily; Protestant Worship every
Sunday; Latter Day saints services, Christian
dc%gnce Jervices, and Jewish Jervices were
held.

(v) The Ship's Chapel w2s ovpen a2t all times to
men of all faiths for spiritual reading and
prayer.

(c) Memorial services were held on 10 August for
seven pilots killed or missing in action
since the BOXER left tho continental United
States last February and for thc one officer
and eight men who died as a result of a fire
in the ship on 6 August 1952,

A -
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PLRT VI Comments

a., Operstions
(1) aAerolugy

The operating arca was under the Jomination of
a we~k high pressure aren during the period 4 through 8 iugust,
scattered to broken cuwsmlus of fair weather with o pinimum of
riddie and hich clouds prevailed throughout peried, Winde
contiruc? lieht with =n average vclecity of 9 kn=ts and an
everses minimum velocity of 2.5 knots, Operations wers not
suspended beconse of werther during the period.

At O6LSI on 6 Lugust, the ~erolepical Office
w38 secure’ “ecrusz of haovy smoko from tho fire on the honar
cecks  Noy . oparations were resumed at 111511, Iavestigstion
revealed thet thoe only demege sustained in aarolozy, outside
of suverfic’al demege from smoke and water, was to the anemo-
reter repester unit which short-circuit.d when th: intanse
beat in the office crused condensation irnside tha wit,

{2) Photo Interpretation
Tre Fhoto lnterpretation vection midc a donege
assesswent and flaok study of hydro-electrde plants in tho Navy
rrea, & flak study touraid was also made up from the photo
coverage of the ont day operating peoriod,

RFCOMMENDATTIONS

Optical glass shocull be used in the cemers ports in the
FOF type photo aircer~ft in place of ths rlexigless covers now
in usg. It is estimstcd throuph comparison that a 20 por cent
increase in quality of photogrophy could be anticipated. &
large arount of distorticn is obtzined saneeilclly in low alti-
tude oblique type photorrephy from the ploxigles camera ports,

b, Damage Ceontrol
The fire of 6 august causcd censiderable damage to
ooth the ships structure and to equivment. « list of darmaged
or destroyed gunncry eguionent will be found in Cunnery CUoftiw
ments, Othor danecos 2re listed bolow:

STRUCTUR.LL DaMAGES:

Forward bulkhead bezm of Arresting Gear 9 znd 10 spnce
buckled, Fr. 125, ..thwartchips beam {(honvy) ot frame 121
huckled,
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Bulkhead and athwartships beam at frame 117 (port and
starboard) buckled.

Thirteen longitudinal girders buckled (port side) fr.

117 to 121,
. lzgwel,f longitudinal girders buckled (port side) fr. 121
0 .

Four longitudinal girders buckled (starboard) fr. 117 to 121,

Bulkheads at frs. 111 and 113 at athwzrtships passage
buckled.,

¢0ff1 Seven longitudinal girders were buckled in Port sSquadron
CCe

Longitudinal girders, starbozrd, Fr. 113 to 117, four
buckled.

Longitudinal girders, starboard, Fr. 107 to 1lll, one
buckled,

Longitudinal girders in Flight Crew's Locker, fr., 107 to
111, four were buckled,

Longitudinal girders in Zlectronics Storeroom 43, Fr.
107 to 111, threce buckled, '

Fore and aft bulkhead, fr. 113 to 135 was buckled.

approximately 50 feet of light metal athwartship catwalk
and railings, fr. 111 to 113 were damaged or missing,

02 I'--k girders -~ some werc buckled =2nd decking was

warped wit. blazst snd shrapnel holes, fibrous glass insulzation
burned off un-er decking end under Fiight Deck in open arcas.

DLMAGES TO SEVERALL SPACES:

Port squadron Office - doors, escape scuttles, all fur-
niture, fibrous glass insulztion and ventilation ducts were
damagcé or destroyed,

Elcetronics storeroom #3 all bins dameged or destroyed.

Flight Crew's Locker, B-0211L, fr. 107 to 111, port -
door, insulaticn, bunks and lockers were destrcycd.

4
Aviztion Radic Shop #l, strrboard, fr. 100 tc 105 had large
blast hole in deck,
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Smell shrapnel hit forward edge, port, of athwartships cat-
walk, 02 deck, fr. 77.

Rubber light excluder forming port side of expansion Joint
at frame 112 was entirely burned,

Frur port rollor curtains were badly damaged or demolished,
fr. 108 - 111, fr, 114 - 117, fr. 122 - 125 and fr, 139 - 1,2,

Hangar Deck 3Sorinkler and Water Curtain piping wis ~rcken
end damaged in pumercus nlaces from frame 100 to frame 125.

Heavy supporting frameworks between rollecr curtains port
side of Hengar =t frames 107, 111, were buckled, one at frame
117 was slightly buckled.

Expansion joint plating across Flight Deck at frame 112
was bucklcd, numerous holes were chopped in deck to allow
fightinc €irs below,

Hard patches in Hangar Deck over Marine Compartrent, fr.
107 to 111, have several lcaky rivets,

Several joiner and fumetight doors need tobe replaced
or straightened and overhauled.

Joiner doors to Ready Room #4, wquadron Office, and fume-
tight door 2-100-2 arc warped, and also the following:

Port joiner door to Gunnery Office,

Joiner donr to Jtarboard Squadron Office,

FTD 02-131-1

Joiner door and escape scuttle to Port Squadron Office.
Joiner door to Flight Crew's Locker.

irmored doors to Electronics Storeroom #3. ¢

Bulkhead, 2nd deck, fr. 111 in Compartment B-201-1L was
buckled, heavy fore and aft longitudinal and onec supporting
stanchion, fr. 107 were bent and buckled.

Hydraulic board - Void flooding control to void tanks #3
port - all gauges were denolished to B-18V, B-20V, B-26V,
B~28V, B-34V, B-36V, B-42V and B-4LV. air duct for Rezdy Room
#1 had a hole at frame 107. .

c. Gunnery

(1) On 6 iugust, as a direct result of the fire and
' the salt watcr to comb-t it, the following equipment was des-
troyed, psrtially destroyed or placed in an inoperative state:

S -10-
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(a) The Mk 56 ¢,F,0.5, No. 49 was zlmost completely
destreyed, Only the director unit remained undanaged,

(b} Mk 63 G,F,C.S5. No, 47 was damaged by fire and
salt water, Inspection made by representatives of Repair
Facilities, Yokosuka indicated thet most of the units of the
Mk 63 G.F.C,5. could be salvaged.

(¢) Two LOMM Quad Mounts, No's. 45 and L7 woere
inoperative in Local and futomatic., Fower fecder cables
supplying these Mounts were destroyed by fire.

{1} All remaining Ship's Ordnance Equipment was in
a completely opcrative state,

~ {2) Host of Shin's Cun Ammunition stowed in ready service
Adereidrs  topside magezines was jettisoned during the emergency
creavec ¥ fire, 4 list of the jettisoned ammuniticn is found
in enelosurcc {1).

De ok Seamanship:

(1) In ten (10) days, & totel of 13 destroyers cngaged in
underwzy tranafers with the BOXER, invelving one hundred fifty
two (152} personnel transfers by highline, six {6) tens of
cargo by highline, ocight (8) destroyers being refueled. In
such a relatively short time in the forward arez, this is a
very high rete of underway transfers., No casu-lties, losses,
cr injurics were sustained,

{2) The fire of 6 hugust caused considercble loss of deck
gaar, Dup tco excessive heat and smoke, numercus men were forced
to obandon the shipe. 411 possible a2id wes given the men in the
water in the way of life preservers. Approximately four hundred
fifey (450} life jackets were lost during this pperation. Three
(3) floater nets were lost, eight having been placed in the water,
five being retrieved. Two life rafts were lost over the side,
end two wore severly burned, The number twe Motor wWhale Boat
was bnily scorched orn the inboard hull, and the hoisting geoar
wes lowered into the water by menils falls on 11 august for
repairs. The port after zccomedation ladder was badly damaged -
by firc and concussion, The bales and hand rails were salvaged,
but were bardly heated. The upper platform for the ladder was
severly damaged, while the lower platform was undamoged, 411
the gengway falis and tackle were completely destroyed. Numersus
cergn nets. cargo nats, and cane fenders were cdestroyed. Ons
1 5/8" ¢ _ag lay mooring line wes destroyed. approximately
700 fathom of manila line w2s destroyed, along with 30 miscell-
rneous blonks, The majority of this gear belonged to the Sescond
Divisicon and was stowed on the uptakes on the starboard side of
the hangar deck amidships, The incinerator wns floodcd, but not
damaged by fire; some of the fire bricks will need replacing.
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(3) Due to quick action af the crew on the flight deck and

fantail, many deaths were averted by life saving gear having
been placed in the watcor,.

ORDN.NCE TXPENDED IN iNTI-4IRCRAFT FIRING

n/38 MM
ARC fnﬁv 43 Rounds HEIT'= 358 Rounds
JETTISONED ORDN:NCE
TYPE NUMBER WEIGHT IN POQUNDS
57/38 Cal .
Powder (SPDN) 560 Rounds 20,160
Projectiles ACC 280 Rounds 15,120
Projectiles VT 280 Rounds 15,120
Projectiles Illun L Rounds 216
Short Charges 12 Rounds 336
LOMM :
Heit (8D) 8460 Rounds 60,950
BL&T 24,0 Rounds 1,725
Nose Fuses AN-MK155 264 Rounds 1,69,
AN-MK155 26l Rcunds 1,694
ANMK149 2335 Rounds 7,275
(UT) MK172 300 Rounds 2,475
Flares, -Para, AN-M26 30 Rounds 2,925
Signals, Night, Drift AN.MK5 30 Rounds 280
Lights, Float, »/C AN-MK6 8 Rounds 160
Black Cannon Powder 300 Rounds 300
3 PDR, Saluting Charges 5L Rounds 300

Total (Weight in poundS)uoobcoo‘ooooooacoooooooo0000329,036 ¢

d. udical

While enroute to the operating area, the entire
ahig's company and air group personnel were inoculated against
Cholera and Typhus. The Medical Department carriecd out routine
duties until 6 August 1952 at about 0630 when the fire occurred
on the hangar deck resulting in the death of one Medical Officer
and eight enlisted men, There were injuries tc twenty three
personnel requiring admission to the sick list, of which one was
critical and one serious. Approximately fifty men were slightly
in jured or covercome by smoke, They were given first aid
treatment and returned to duty. During the fire it was necessary
to set up aid stations in the wardroom 2nd on the flight deck,
these stations were operated until the fire was brought under

. - s
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control at which time all patients requiring admission were
removaed to sick bay.

: Most of ths patients sdmitted wers suffer-
ing frem smoke exhaustion and were discharged from the sick list
within 1-3 days after admission., On arriva

: in Yokosuka 11
sugust 1952 the remains of eight personnsl were transferred to
USNH for preparation and shipment to ConlUS,

U Twoe injured men
were trensferred to USNH for trestuent and dispcsition.

M. B. GURNEY

KUTHENTICATED:

H, ®. /0 YENSEN

3CLK 1 - USlke ,
Ship's Se retary




